
 
President’ Message…     
Dear Georgia BPW Members, 
 
Happy New Year to all! I know that some of you are 
having a difficult time now.  The uncertainty of the 
world around us makes us all very uneasy, but this is 
a time to be joyful. I hope you can find joy in this 
blessed season and the New Year. 
 
I was on line for the latest Board of Directors 
meeting for BPW/USA.  Not being a voting member 
of the Federation gave the President access to listen 
in for the proceedings.  After the meeting, you could 
queue in and make a comment if you liked.   
 
The Task Force set up to make the decision about 
where BPW/USA goes from here was to make a 
recommendation by the 24th of December, according 
to Past National President Pat Taylor. 
 
They have raised approximately $50,750 of the 
challenge. The penalty for not going to St. Louis for 
the 2009 National Conference was negotiated down 
to $20,000. To date there are 13,600 members with 
1200 being new members, 53 e-members, and 85 
friends of BPW.  The retention rate is 2% higher then 
expected.  The auditors will be in around December 
15th.  Tina Gardner, Treasurer, reported this. 
 
There was not a lot of substance as to where we are at 
the current time.  If you had access to slides, it might 
have been easier to understand the financials.  The 
way it was presented made it as vague as it was at 
National Conference.  The CEO was given time to 
give out 10 points that she and “the Staff” have done. 
 
The Zoomage poll that only 569 members took had 
this result. 
Option # 1: 
Continue turnaround   61% 
Option # 2:  
Merge with another like organization 8% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Option #3: 
Suspend operations   8% 
Option # 4: 
Dissolve     11% 
Don’t Know    12% 
  
 
BPW/USA and BPW/Georgia are really in the same 
boat.  The area representatives say that no one has 
contacted them.  They would not be able to give you 
answers. You are to ask me, and I am to ask National.   
We’ll wait and see what recommendations are made. 
Each of you should do as your heart and mind tell 
you to do. 
 
Love to all and Happy New Year! 
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Website: bpwgeorgia.org  
I am proud to announce in this issue of the Georgiana 
that the BPW/GA web page is up and running.  As of 
January 5, 2009, Griffin Web Design “almost” 
finished their journey of getting the information on 
the web.  After a few more additions within this 
month, Kelly and Mike Palmatier will turn over all 
the information to me needed to keep the web page 
up-to-date at all times.  I give you my promise to do 
that in an effort to bring in new members to our 
wonderful organization. 
 
I urge each one of you reading this article to log on to 
bpwgeorgia.org and click the “Contact Us” link and 
tell me what you think.  There is much room for 
improvement as you will see this month, but this web 
site can only be as good as you allow me to make it 
for the local organizations.  I need your input!   

Toni S. Davis, “Web Maintenance Engineer” 
 

Did You Know? 
The Rosebud McCormick Foundation gives $3000 in 
scholarships each year. Members and relatives of 
members are eligible to apply. Contact Rosebud 
McCormick Chair Toni Davis for more information.����
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2008 Fall Board Meeting 
Fall Board was held in Canton, GA at the Holiday 
Inn Express on November 8, 2008. There were 31 
members in attendance. Discussion centered on the 
future of BPW/USA and the Georgia Federation's 
continued affiliation with National. BPW/GA 
President, Glenda Hinton agreed to forward our 
questions about the financial stability of BPW/USA 
to President, Di Polangin. There were concerns about 
the Young Careerist competition being cancelled 
since there will be no National Conference in 2009, 
and the possibility of holding YC on a state-level 
only. 
 
Lunch was catered by Cracker Barrel, with salad and 
desserts provided by Frank Hinton. We had a 
traditional Thanksgiving dinner with turkey, dressing, 
cranberry sauce, and lots of side items. Our guest 
speaker, Dr. Beverly Poole talked about the 
importance of good nutrition in keeping our hearts 
healthy. 
 
Friday evening there was a wine and cheese reception 
followed by "killer" bingo. Winners picked prizes 
from a variety of wrapped items. Of course, Lib 
racked up (she is one very lucky lady), but I think 
almost everyone won something. I think this may 
become a tradition with the challenge of winning 
certain items, such as sidewalk chalk, that was 
originally given away at the first killer bingo game 
during a Rosebud McCormick retreat. 

Melinda O’Neil, President Elect 
 

 Security Alert 
Public safety officials are warning women about a 
safety concern. Women wearing high-heeled shoes 
have become the latest targets for muggers. If you are 
shopping or out doing business, remember to be alert 
and watchful when you are going to you vehicle.  
This is the time that most criminals would select to 
grab a purse or shopping bag. They know that women 
are not able to run with the shoes that are in fashion 
now, and they are easily knocked down.  It is best to 
always be aware of your surroundings when 
shopping. 
 

 
Lawrenceville/Gwinnett BPW 

Lawrenceville/Gwinnett BPW selected their 2008-09 
Woman of Achievement at their October meeting. 
Marie Goff from Snellville, GA has been an educator 
on the college level, a newspaper editor, and has been 
involved in many organizations in Georgia and 
Alabama while raising a daughter as a single 
parent. 

Lawrenceville Mayor Rex Millsap attended the 
October meeting and presented a National Business 
Women's Week proclamation and stayed for the 
Woman of Achievement presentation and enjoyed 
her speech. 
 
The city of Lawrenceville is partnering with the BPW 
in collecting items and money for the Military boxes 
that are sent each month to members of the military. 
                   Submitted by: Annette Looney, President 

Marie Goff, Lawrenceville/Gwinnett’s Woman of 
Achievement, and Annette Looney, President of 
Lawrenceville/Gwinnett BPW. 
 

Annette Looney, Marie Goff, and Lawrenceville 
Mayor Rex Millsap who present National Business 
Women’s Week Proclamation to the local 
organization in celebration of National Business 
Women’s Week. 
 
 

Did You Know? 
“People seldom see the halting and painful steps at 
which the most insignificant success is achieved.”                                    

Anne Sullivan  
 



Canton/Cherokee BPW 
Canton/Cherokee BPW recently distributed the funds 
from the organization’s Fall Fashion Show. The 
photographs below show the presentations. 

Members presented a check for $1000 was to MUST 
Cherokee. Shown at the presentation are Melinda 
O’Neill, Glenda Hinton, Gloria Logan,, Dale Cooper, 
Charlie Cahill, MUST Program Director Kim 
Loesing, and Susan Dollyhigh. 

Cherokee Family Violence Center also received a 
check for $1000.  Pictured are Susan Dollyhigh, 
Cherokee Violence Center Executive Director Meg 
Rogers, Melinda O’Neill, and Glenda Hinton. 
 

Issues Management/Legislation 
On Monday, January 12, 2009, the Georgia General 
Assembly reconvened with the hopes of getting much 
accomplished this year.  Your Issues Management/ 
Legislation chairman will try to keep you informed 
throughout this session with as much good 
information as possible.  For those of you that have 
Internet, the following site may expedite any needs 
you may have before the next publication or E-Alert: 
 www.legis.ga.gov/ 
  

At this address you can find the email address for 
your local Senator and Representative as well as 
phone number and mailing address.  They prefer 
emails when possible! 
  
If you wish to sit at home and watch the General 
Assembly in action it is quite easy.   Just click on the 
section "Live Broadcast" at the bottom of the screen 
and anytime that they are in session you can watch 
and listen to all debates/discussions and some others 
events that occur in both the House and the Senate.  It 
is quite interesting, and I recommend that you try it.  
You can catch some great debate on occasions.   
  
This could be a wild session or a mild one in 
relationship to many issues.  There is a budget 
problem this upcoming year, and I hope that 
women’s issues will not take a “back seat” to other 
issues that the Assembly believes are more important. 
  
We must be prepared to email, call, write or go see 
them in a moment’s notice, so please check that 
site daily, if possible to see what might be 
happening.  We need to be prepared to send an e-mail 
to the House and Senate members as soon as 
possible. 

Toni S. Davis, 2008-2009 Issues 
Management/Legislation Chairman 

 
 
 

Young Careerist 
Although there may not be a National YC 
competition this year, we will have one at the State 
Convention in May. So start now and find a young 
lady in your club or community that you would like 
to nominate. If she is not a member, perhaps your 
club could pay her dues. If you need the YC forms to 
complete, please let me know and I will mail you a 
packet. More information on this will be 
forthcoming. 

Mary R. Franklin, YC Chairman 
(404) 229-4657 

mfranklin@gaoilassoc.com 
 
 
 

Are You Going Green? 
What can each of us do to help the environment? 
Some of the things are simple, and some are not. 
Some things include: 
�  Use e-communications for internal business. 
�  Print items only when necessary. 
�  Post manuals and other materials on line. 



�  Print on both sides of the paper when it is 
feasible. 

�  Avoid using disposable products when it is at all 
possible. 

�  Recycle ink and toner cartridges.  
�  Use Recycled ink and toner cartridges. 
�  Print in grayscale when possible. 
�  Have bins for paper and cardboard that can be 

recycled. 
If each person shares the responsibility of helping 
protect the environment, landfill space can be saved 
and waste can be reduced. 
 
 

Member Orientation 
I have found that the following can be used with new 
member induction. After using the Federation Pledge, 
a BPW membership pin can be presented. 
 

Federation Pledge 
I hereby solemnly pledge my allegiance to this 
organization, and do promise: 
·  To be governed by the rules and regulations in 

the bylaws; 
·  To be faithful in attendance, trying always to be 

on time; 
·  To be loyal in service, willing to serve in any 

capacity whereby I can best promote the interests 
of the organization; 

·  To be generous, not alone of my money, but of 
my praise, my time, and my talents; 

·  To be tolerant and friendly, knowing that 
friendliness gives and finds happiness and 
health; 

·  And to be honest with myself, my fellow 
members, and my organization. 

Submitted by Judy Heath, Orientation Chair 
 
 

Attention, BPW/GA Members! 
It is time to start thinking about how a relative of 
yours can acquire a $1,000 scholarship to further 
their education!  Each year, the BPW/GA Rosebud 
McCormick Foundation works to award scholarship 
money to deserving recipients.  The time is rapidly 
approaching to make that dream come true.  Below 
are the guidelines that are strictly followed with each 
applicant: 
 
·  Each applicant must fully  complete the 

application for scholarship grant and mail it to 
the address above; 

·  Applications must be received no later than April 
1, 2009 in order to receive full consideration for 
the scholarship grant.  No applications will be 

considered if postmarked after April 1, 2009; and 
·  3.  Scholarships can be awarded to students 

accepted by an accredited Georgia college or 
university. (Accredited by Association of 
Colleges and Schools for the area in which a 
college or university is located).  The scholarship 
grant is paid directly to the institution. 

·  4.  The applicant must have been an active BPW 
member for three (3) years or a relative of an 
individual who has been an active BPW member 
for three (3) years. 

 
If the above guidelines can be met by either you or a 
family member, please contact: 

Toni S. Davis 
230 Pine Knoll Lane 
Eatonton, GA 31024 
(home) 706-923-1708 
(cell) 770-468-8380 
dtoni@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Information Needed! 
Articles and information are needed for the next issue 
of the Georgiana. Please submit an article about your 
local organization. We learn what others are doing by 
sharing information. 
 
If you have a member who receives an honor or 
recognition of any type, please send the information 
to vagarrison3124@aol.com.  
 
The Georgiana is only as good as you make it by 
sending in what you are doing. Please submit an 
article or picture via email. If you do not have access 
to email, it can be sent via regular mail. 
 
Please use the following guidelines: 
·  Use Times New Roman as the font for the 

information. 
·  Use size 10 font. 
·  Send pictures using a jpeg format. 
·  Make sure you identify all people in a picture. 
·  Send the name of a contact person. This helps if 

there is a question relating to the information. 
 

Policy and Action Day 
When: 
 Tuesday, March 31, 2009 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
Where:  
AARP Brickfield Center 601 E Street NW, 
Washington, DC 
Rates:  
$250 for Members/ $275 Non-Members/$50 Students 
 


